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Lifetime Achievement Award
Presented to Corey Makizuru

We are proud to announce that Corey Makizuru has been presented - -
with the Western Partnerships Conference on Human Services' Change of Ownership!
Lifetime Achievement Award!

In October of this year,
Gem State Developmental
Center, Inc. was sold to
Clinical Director Lori Jo
Poole. Martin and Rosalie
Landholm will be retiring
and we will miss them

This prestigious award honors
individuals for their lifetime
contribution to enriching the
lives of individuals with
disabilities, and is given to
providers who truly embrace

the values of inclusion, dearly.
collaboration, and advocacy. : )
Corey has been an essential part of GSDC since 71984, For more details, p]ease
| "There were hundreds of people at the awards see the article on page 2
i/l | luncheon, so it was great to see and talk with many of this newsletter!

colleagues; meet many remarkable nominees and
hear about their accomplishments; and being joined
by family. | was honored and blessed to be
mentioned with the other nominees,

even without the added blessing."

- Corey Is an example of the company values
with his work on many committees with IDHW and community
groups to improve the services and lives of people with

disabilities in Idaho. He is an example for others as he is
always willing to fill in and work with the children .
and adults as needed, and we are proud to have him *
as an invaluable part of GSDC. e



Exciting New Directions

for Gem State Developmental Center!

As we flipped the page on the calendar looking forward to a New
Year, we have exciting news to bring you!

At Gem State Developmental Center, Inc., time is not the only thing to Somethmg's
change. After 36 years in business, Martin and Rosalie Landholm ml

have made the decision to step down as owners and take on other mISSIng fI'OITl
roles in their lives. Lori Jo Poole, Clinical Director of Adult Services, under the treel!
has purchased the business. Lori Jo has been an employee at GSDC

for 20 years and wants to assure current participants that we will

continue to operate and serve as we have in the past. ﬁ%g L

Lori Jo has worked at Gem State Developmental Center since 1999. ]
She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has earned Bachelor of ||
Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees in Psychology with a minor in

Sociology from Idaho State University and a Masters in Social Work J

from Boise State University. She has 29 years of experience working ] |
with adults and children with developmental disabilities and mental —
health diagnoses. Lori Jo established Syringa Social Services in — |
2007 as a private practice that offers consulting, training and therapy =
services throughout Idaho. o el

Martin and Rosalie are truly thankful for your business and friendship
over the years. They hope you will continue to support Syringa
Social Services, LLC (dba Gem State Developmental Center) and the
new owner and staff, Whether you are picking up the phone or
walking in the door, you can be assured to see the same smiling
faces, receive the same great customer service and quality care.

Please call 208-888-5566 with any questions you may have
regarding the change of ownership.

Developmental Center “\y

GSDC

Pictured: Martin Landholm, Lori Jo Poole, and Rosalie Landholm.
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Christmas is a(n) _{;f‘f%_._time for a
sleigh ride in the J:a.Ld_meA sleigh has
two._f_/lclj_f:fl{ L at tl‘wle bottom that allow
it to_.;é%n;{; _‘J__‘g'_;_l/ﬁi;,iover the snow.
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with 49 Jamg,‘\,- ﬂf c;n their reins making a

plural ne

jingling sound. Because it's _ ke y
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outside, we wrap ourselves in _{« e/rd ¢
. (adjective)
/L'?ﬂ"{’f{ to keep warm. You can hear
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"Interning at Gem State Developmental Center has been a rewarding, and
knowledge filled experience. Working within the children's services has given
me the ability to step back, enjoy the process of life, and not getting caught up
in things beyond human control. Being able to meet the clients where they are,
regarding their stage in life, has been an incredible experience. Every day is
different, and every moment is ever-changing. | am learning how to adapt
various approaches to behavior or different ways of communication that breed
growth and change, which | have valued most in my short time with this
agency. The people | worked with are full of useful knowledge, are always
willing to help, and continue to show up, no matter what occurred the day
before. That type of dedication is something | appreciate and epitomizes their
character. They are here to ensure the service to clients is the highest priority,
and their worth as a human being is valued. | have also enjoyed the services |
have been able to provide, be it at the individual level working on programs or
their goals through habilitative skill intervention to managing groups where
multiple facets are in play.

| look forward to the next few months at this agency, continuing to grow within
the areas of professionalism and client care and applying that information to
ensure this demographic is well cared for and or represented.” -Andrew Collins

Hi, my name is Alyssa! I'm a full-time graduate student at Boise State
University working towards my Master's in Social Work. | am fulfilling
my internship at Gem State Developmental Center and working at
another developmental agency part-time. | graduated with my
Bachelor's in Psychology in December 2016 and afterwards decided to
do a few years of service work. From February to November of 2017 |
completed a service term with AmeriCorps NCCC. | spent these ten
months doing team-based volunteer projects in four different states
along the East Coast in areas of environmental conservation, nonprofit
management, urban and rural development, and towards the end of my
term our region was deployed to Houston to provide disaster relief after
Hurricane Harvey hit. While in Houston | learned of a non-profit foster
care agency that took in children between the ages of 0-6 who are
experiencing homelessness, abuse, neglect or a need for intense

R 8 medical care. | knew after AmeriCorps that

s -.* | this is what | wanted to do next.

As an intern at this agency, | worked in a home and fostered a total of 26
children in the span of 13 months. During my time at this organization, |
had the opportunity to take my kids to developmental assessments and
different therapies, which introduced me to the developmental world.
Although I'm unsure which aspect of Social Work | want to make a
career, my overall goal as a Social Worker is to advocate for individuals
with disabilities and/or traumas.
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Summer Safari Fun

We all certainly had a riveting Summer Safari at Gem State! The participants in
our children’s program learned about our fascinating animal world. Specifically,
each week we studied a different type of animal. We learned about their habitat,
diet, and behavior. Summer activities also encompassed cool field trips, fun
cooking projects, sensory bin play, and obstacle courses. Most importantly,
the children were able to work on their specific goals and learn to become more
independent and self-determined in their life. The kids truly had a blast! We all
look forward to our next themed-summer! -Michael Walker
D tal i
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Solve the

Secret Forest Puzzle!

Every number is the sum of the
numbers below it.
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Thank You, Mom and Dad

by Cara Emigh

2020 marks a new milestone in the history of Gem State
Developmental Center. With the change of ownership
happening at the beginning of the new year, it marks the
culmination of a legacy for my parents, Martin and Rosalie
Landholm. It seems like just yesterday that we were
celebrating our 30-year anniversary bash, and | still
remember a statement my dad made during an interview for
that celebration:

“People ask us why we haven't retired — we like seeing the
positive changes that happen with the people we serve.”

This business was started with the sole intention of reaching
above and beyond the expectations of what a developmental
disabilities agency can do to improve the lives of its
participants and their families. My father spent eighteen
years helping the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
create developmental centers in seven regions, and that
experience gave him the perspective and drive to want more
for the developmentally disabled community. When my
parents started GSDC in 1983, it was the first privately-
owned developmental center in the history of the state.
These were completely uncharted waters, but my parents
knew what they wanted to achieve for the sake of the people
who would benefit from it most.

Now, nearly 40 years later, my mom and dad can look back at the seed they planted. They have spent
nearly four decades tirelessly watering that seed with their passion for making life matter for the
developmentally disabled, and finally they can admire what they created — not just a single tree, but a
massive thriving forest grown from the hopes and dreams of every participant who walked through
GSDC's doors.
X = This change of ownership is a new chapter

for GSDC, but the compassion and
selflessness of Martin and Rosalie
Landholm will be felt far into the future of
the organization. The forest will keep
growing, and it's all the result of that single
B sced, born from the hope for a better

e future for Idaho's developmentally
disabled population.

Thank you both from the bottom of my heart.
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STMAS
Finish My Phrase #2

Someone has been selected as the answer key, Now you need to guess what word ar
phrase they will use to fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.

santas Pl First Nl

Tinsel pregen] Advent MWT n ﬂW
Hot - Rudolph The au?0@t J'i
Star 4 Peppermint Cb‘fal Z

Milk ' Ice [ Ll

Sted } _ HoHoHo '_%. g_%.’"!

Fruit : i Holly pniqhic
Holidy AVEGE "T Ribbon Pt €6 eev]
Frosty E xzd-s‘-#ak Rl : E.— {d fal

Toy _E /I~ Tidings t“/ cay. Wﬁ (2
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Sugar Cotody Singing .
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Finish My Phrase #2

Someone has been selected as the answer key. Now you need to guess what word or
phrase they will use to fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.
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Finish MyS Phiase #2

Someane has beefi Selected as the answer key. Now you need to guess what word or
phrase they will use to fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.
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Finish My Phrase #2

Someone has been selected as the answer key, Now you need to guess what word ar
phrase they will use to fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.
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Christmas Phrases from the Participants!
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Finish My Phrase #2

Someane has been selected as the answer key. Now you need to guess what word or

phrase ‘hey will use ta fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.
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Finish My Phrase #2

Someone has been selected as the answer key. Now you need to guess what word or
phrase they will use to fill in the blanks. Answers must match exactly.
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